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Accountability and Federal Programs

Welcome back from vacation!  It is our hope that you are returning refreshed, rested, and energized for a new school year.  

It has been a busy summer in this department.  Once test data arrived, we were busy compiling graphs and data.  Analysis of this data has indicated growth in some areas and needs in others.  Academy data for Grade 3 has been very encouraging about our efforts to reach at-risk students.

Because Washington has approved several revisions to the state’s Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) plan, we are very hopeful about the reports that are scheduled to be released around August 1.  One revision allows for rounding off the percent of students who were proficient.  This alone could make a difference for schools that scored close to the required percentage.  We are anxiously awaiting these reports.

Two areas of need that have been identified through strategic and consolidated planning are reading and math.  Both federal (Title IIA) and local funds will continue to be used to provide extensive staff development for staff (K-12) in these areas, especially reading.  The secondary teachers will be participating in continuous training for reading in the content areas.  Elementary teachers will continue their work with small group reading instruction as well as a 90-minute block for reading.  Title IIA also funded the development of our new curriculum maps for Grades K-8.

Joan Bradburn is using Title IID funds and other technology money to implement the second of a three-year staff development program to help all teachers use technology in curriculum planning and instruction (K-12).
Title III money is being used to hire an assistant to work in the ESOL Program (for English Language Learners—ELLs) and to purchase much needed books and materials.  Christy and Stephen Duncan will continue their outstanding work with ELL students and hope to add at least ½ teacher (if not a full-time teacher) to their staff.

Title IV funds (under the direction of Paul Ramsey) will continue to provide guidance counselor support and materials so that students develop good character and drug-free lives.  This project also provides for character education professional development for educators.

Title V funds are being used to fund Literacy Leaders and guided reading materials for elementary schools.  This project is targeted to assist the non-Title I schools in their work with reluctant readers.

The Title I schools--Arnold, Blythe-Bower, and Mayfield—use the money allotted to provide intensive staff development, materials, and personnel to improve the learning of students in poverty.  The staffs at these schools have been made aware of the special needs of these students and are creative in their solutions to problems that arise.  Scheduling, varied staff assignments, before and after school care and/or tutoring, and summer programs—all are ways that Title I money (combined with state and local money) is used to help these students.

We hope you are looking forward to an excellent year.  Please make it your best yet!!

Ann B. Culbreth

