Technology Literacy for all Students K-12

1.  Technology Literacy for all Students

· “No Child Left Behind requires that every student should be technology literate by the time they finish 8th grade.

· To support this requirement, the Department is providing assistance to the 21st Century Skills Forum, a new public-private partnership with Microsoft, Apple, SAP, NEW, Cisco, AOL, Infotech Strategies and Dell.

· The Forum will create a framework to define technological literacy and 21st century skills; identify best practices for applying these skills in the classroom; provide assistance to states and schools to see how these skills and basic skills can be taught in complementary ways; design a self-assessment tool on technological literacy and 21st century skills; create tools to define, teach, and assess 21st century skills.”
· Reference:  http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/os/technology/facts.html


2. What skills are necessary to be “Technology Literate” at the end of the 8th grade year?
Prior to completion of Grade 8, students will:  Reference:  http://cnets.iste.org/students/s_profile-68.html


3. National Standards for K-12:

A major component of the NETS project is the development of a general ser of profiles describing technology-literate students at key developmental points in their pre-college education.  These profiles reflect the underlying assumption that all students should have the opportunity to develop technology skills that support  learning, personal productivity, decision making, and daily life.  These profiles and associated standards provide a framework for preparing students to be lifelong learners who make informed decisions about the role of technology in their lives.

The Profiles for Technology Literate Students provide performance indicators describing the technology competence students should exhibit upon completion of the following grade ranges:

· Grades PreK-2 (http://cnets.iste.org/students/s_profile-k2.html)

· Grades 3-5       (http://cnets.iste.org/students/s_profile-35.html)

· Grades 6-8       (http://cnets.iste.org/students/s_profile-68.html)

· Grades 9-12     (http://cnets.iste.org/students/s_profile-912.html)

4. These profiles are indicators of achievement at certain stages in PreK-12 education.  They assume that technology skills are developed by coordinated activities that support learning throughout a student’s education.  These skills are to be introduced, reinforced and finally mastered, and thus, integrated into an individual’s personal learning and social framework.  They represent essential, realistic and attainable goals for lifelong learning and a productive citizenry.  The standards and performance indicators are based on input and feedback from educational technology experts as well as parent, teachers, and curriculum experts.  In addition they reflect information collected from professional literature and local, state, and national documents.”

5. 
Reference:  http://cnets.iste.org/students/s_profiles.html


6. Who is adopting these standards?

· Reference:  http://cnets.iste.org/docs/States_using_NETS.pdf
· National Education Technology Plan

· Seven Major Action Steps

· Strengthen Leadership

· Consider Innovative Budgeting

· Improve Teacher Training

· Support E-Learning and Virtual Schools

· Encourage Broadband Access

· Move Toward Digital Content

· Integrate Data Systems

Reference:  http://www.NationalEdTechPlan.org
